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A very special part of Central 
Australia, owned by a family 
who have made this remote 
place their home. 

Curtin Springs has been home to the 
Severin family since 1956, when Peter 
Severin arrived with his young wife 
Dawn, their toddler son Ashley and 
1,500 head of cattle. 

When Peter turned to his wife to tell her 
this 500 square mile block of dirt was 
their new home, family folklore tells 
how Dawn replied “I’ve got news for 
you and it’s all bad!” 

Just after they arrived, they had one 
inch of rain and then it didn’t rain for 
nine years. 

In that first year just six people drove 
past Curtin Springs. For the first three 
years home was under the Bough Shed, 
which still stands today providing a 
dining area and a cool place for visitors 
to rest. 

In the late 1950’s pioneering tourist 
companies began the first tours to Ayers 
Rock and there began the endless 
batches of scones and cups of tea 
served to the tourists. 

Cattle numbers and management 
methods changed over the years, as did 
the tourist facilities at the Wayside Inn. 

A lot of hard work, heartache, tears and 
joy and thousands of visitors, have 
made Curtin Springs the place it is 
today. 

Curtin Springs is now over one million 
acres in size and stands as a testament 
to the passion and commitment Peter 
Ashley and Lyndee Severin have made 
to Central Australia. 

 

This information pack is to assist in 
explaining Curtin Springs to potential 
employees. 

Distances 

• 360km sw of Alice Springs (3-4 
hours drive) 

• 85 km to Yulara (the resort area 
at the entrance to the Ayers 
Rock National Park ( 1 hour) 

There a small shopping centre at Yulara, 
supermarket, newsagent, post office 
and tourist retail shops. 

Set up 

Most of the employment at Curtin 
Springs is related to the tourist parts of 
the business and the ‘front of house’ 
services we offer. 

Petrol, meals, bar, refreshments, tours, 
accommodation (27 rooms) and a camp 
ground with powered and unpowered 
sites. Curtin Springs Paper also employs 
additional staff.  

Wayside Inn Hours of business.  

365 days a year 

7am - late each day. We can trade 24 
hours a day if we wish.  

Busiest time of the year for 
tourists 

Traditionally the busy period has been 
May to October, however, the last few 
years we have been busier earlier in the 
year, continuing right through until the 
end of November.  
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Curtin Springs has 5 different 
components.  
 
Curtin Springs Wayside Inn 
Enjoy our authentic  homestyle meals, 
our lovely gardens and take an 
opportunity to unwind in what visitors 
refer to as an oasis. The historic Bough 
Shed offers the perfect place for a cold 
beer, hot cuppa or a meal. Our 27 
accommodation rooms provide options 
for singles, families and groups in our 
Ensuite, Family or Budget rooms. 

 

Curtin Springs Paper 

You can share the wonders of our home 
and get to know our history, landscape 
and connection to the land through our 
paper. Our handmade paper is made 
from the native grasses found on the 
cattle station, and is a distinctive and 
beautiful souvenir of Central Australia. 
Join one of our tours or workshops. 

During 2017 we launched the two 
jewellery 
collections, that 
are handmade 
jewellery made 
from Curtin Springs 
Paper.  

 

Curtin Springs 
Walks 

Curtin Springs 
Walks are designed 
for those who are 
looking to step 
gently into the 
environment and 
to appreciate being 

in the landscape. The combination of 
ancient and vast salt lakes, different 
land types each with their unique 
features and textures, the effect of the 
changing light during the day and on Mt 
Conner in the late afternoon, are sure to 
take your breath away. One and two day 
walking packages are available. 

Curtin Springs Station  

Curtin Springs Station is a privately 
owned cattle station. With over 4000 
head of cattle, we are crucially aware of 
our responsibility in caring for the land 
and balance beef production with 
protecting a million acre wildlife 
corridor. You can hear how we do this, 
and see some of the station’s cattle 
yards by joining one of our 4WD tours or 
a Curtin Springs Walk. 

Curtin Springs Beef 

Curtin Springs is working toward being 
able to sell home-grown beef direct to 
the public from our Wayside Inn and to 
use only our meat for customer meals. 
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Areas of staffing. 

The kitchen 

Our kitchen hand positions provide 
support to the cooks, do all kitchen 
front of house/customer work, food 
preparation, and clean up. These shifts 
can be a straight shift or split shifts. 
Kitchen staff prepare meals for staff, (all 
staff get their own breakfasts) (with 
various shifts that start at 7am. 

The store 

The shop is responsible for all petrol 
sales, soft drinks, light snacks, souvenirs, 
alcohol sales, and accommodation check 
in/ out. We run 2 -5 different shifts 
depending on the time of the year. 

We have 27 rooms, with often full house 
during the peak season. Increasingly we 
are offering dinner/bed/breakfast to 
tour groups. 

Housekeeping 

We generally have 1, 2 orpeople in 
housekeeping, depending on the time of 
year. 

All units have daily cleaning 
requirements as well as a structured 
monthly cleaning cycle. Housekeeping 
staff do all laundry. 

Outside – Gardener 

Depending on the time of year and the 
skills different people have we 
can have 1 or 2 outdoor staff 
responsible for rubbish, camping 
ground toilets/showers, all 
rubbish, managing the water and 
sewerage systems as well as 
helping with any 
andyman/maintenance jobs that 
need doing 

Outside - Handyman 

We often have a full time handyman 
who undertakes various maintenance or 
constructions tasks.  

Station Hands. 

Curtin Springs (the cattle station) is 
1,028,960 acres in size. Family members 
and experienced staff are responsible 
for the cattle work. Casual 
inexperienced workers are not 
employed for station work. 

Office – Senior and middle level 

Senior staff run the office, undertake 
staff management, handle enquiries and 
pitch in everywhere it's needed. Senior 
and middle staff undertake the 
production of Curtin Springs paper, run 
the tours, do packaging and make the 
artisan jewellery.  

Home Tutor  

We can have someone full time in the 
School of the Air Classroom.  

Extras 

At times there are extra staff if there are 
major projects underway.  
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Staff amenities. 

All staff generally live on site. Staff are 
provided with a single room 
accommodation. There is a difference 
between long term staff 
accommodation and short term staff 
accommodation. Allocation will depend 
on availability. Most staff 
accommodation has shared bathroom 
facilities.  

> All rooms have air 
conditioners/heaters. 

> Linen is available. 

> Shared bathrooms and toilets. 

> 3 meals a day:  lunch and dinner are 
cooked and provided for you.  

> Due to the variation in starting times, 
breakfast items are available, but it’s 
up to you to prepare them.  

> Only one TV station is received. 

> Staff provide their own TVs and DVD 
players and fridges. 

> A swimming pool is available for staff 
and family only. It is not available for 
guests. 

> If staff have their own 
accommodation, sites are available 
near staff quarters for power plug in. 

> Washing machines and washing 
powder provided. 

> Optus has just installed a remote 
mobile cell, so there is now Optus 
mobile phone coverage for staff to 
arrange their own data and internet 
access.  

> It is recommended that all staff have 
their own transport. Public transport 
is not easily available.  

Roster structure 

Staff are required to work across a 
number of areas and shifts. This includes 
early and late shifts and split shifts.  

Rosters are usually set and changed on a 
weekly basis. Rosters will change 
unexpectedly to meet the needs of the 
business.  

Pay details. 

Staff are paid weekly, into a nominated 
bank account. 

All staff from overseas have a relevant 
work visa and Tax File Numbers. 

Board and quarters are charged weekly 
and are payable by all staff.  

Enterprise Agreements 

We operate under two EAs. One for 
front of house (tourist) staff and one for 
outside staff (station, garden, 
maintenance).  
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Some of the Staff 
Quarters 

Bough Shed 


